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This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the August 10th Council agenda.  

8.a.1. Resolution No. 2017-39 transferring funds  

Park and Recreation  - Fund 251 

Resolution 2017-39 provides for the receipt of third-party insurance proceeds of $2,059 which 
reimbursed the City for cost incurred to repair contractor damage to a Summit Park pillar. 

Fire – Fund 111.150 

Budget adjustments provide additional funding of $11,000 to cover increased costs associated with 
fire hydrant repair and replacement parts.  

Summit Park Access Improvement Fund – 442 

This resolution includes the first phase of funding associated with the planned access road 
improvements surrounding Summit Park and the new development.  It includes $320,000 for 
design services related to the Plainfield Road roundabout, the Glendale-Milford roundabout at 
Summit Place, and the Malsbary extension from the west side of the 98-acre development and 
designates fund 442 to account for revenues and expenditures related to this construction project.   

Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout Project 

Finally, this budget resolution provides start-up funding for the design process as well as the 
professional services related to property acquisition for the Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout 
Project.  Accumulated funds of $500,000 in the Plainfield Road TIF fund (501) will be utilized for 
these expenditures.   

Please direct any question regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director or related Department Director. 

8.c.1.  Resolution No. 2017-40  authorizing Local Public Agency agreement with the Ohio 
Department of Transportation for the Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout project  

The City of Blue Ash is expected to receive $500,000 in Federal funds to partially finance the 
construction of a series of three roundabouts on the portion of Plainfield Road between Peppermill 
Lane and the S.R. 126 eastbound ramps. Although design work towards this project will begin in 
2017, construction is not expected to begin before 2021.  

Because the federal funds are managed by the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), a 
Local Public Agency (LPA) agreement is required between the City of Blue Ash and ODOT. This 
agreement authorizes the City to design and construct the project, with general ODOT oversight. 

This corridor has the highest accident rate in the City and the intersection of Plainfield Rd and Hunt 
Rd was ranked as the 12th most dangerous intersection in Ohio in 2016.  The proposed 
roundabouts are expected to significantly reduce severe crashes to make the corridor safer for 
motorists.  In addition to the safety improvements traffic congestion will also be 
reduced.  Sidewalks along the corridor will be replaced as well, allowing pedestrians safer and 
easier access.  

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Public Works Director. 
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8.c.2.  Resolution No. 2017-41 authorizing a contract with American Structurepoint for 
Professional Engineering Design Services for the Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout Design 
Project  

The Public Works Administration sent out Requests for Qualifications to solicit informal quotations 
for the engineering services associated with the Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout Design 
Project.  The City received responses from two engineering firms.  After review of the submitted 
materials and narrowing down the prospects, the team selected American Structurepoint for design 
services.   

The team recommends that contracts be authorized with American Structurepoint for engineering 
services for the Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout Design Project. The resolution stipulates hourly 
amounts for engineering services.   

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Public Works Director. 

8.c.3.  Resolution No. 2017-42 authorizing a contract with American Structurepoint for 
Professional Engineering Design Services for the Glendale-Milford Road and Summit Place 
Roundabout project 

Resolution No. 2017-42 authorizes the City Manager to enter into an agreement with American 
Structurepoint for engineering design services for the construction of a roundabout at Glendale-
Milford Road and Summit Place.  American Structurepoint performed the Glendale-Milford Road 
corridor study in 2014.  This study provided recommendations for ingress and egress street 
improvements to the entrance at Summit Park and the Neighborhoods at Summit Park.   

To expedite the design work for the roundabout, the Public Works Team recommends that a 
contract be authorized with American Structurepoint for engineering services and construction 
management services for the Glendale-Milford Road and Summit Place Roundabout Project.  

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Public Works Director. 

8.c.4.  Resolution No. 2017-43 authorizing a contract with CT Consultants for Professional 
Engineering Design Services for the Plainfield/Parkview Road Roundabout project and the 
extension of Malsbary Road project  

Resolution No. 2017-43 authorizes the City Manager to enter into a contract with CT Consultants 
for engineering design services for the Plainfield/Parkview Road Roundabout project and the 
extension of Malsbary Road project.  CT Consultants has been working with M/I Homes on the 
Daventry development design in coordinating connections with existing public infrastructure.  
Therefore, the Public Works Team recommends that CT Consultant perform the design work 
necessary to expedite connection points to the new Daventry development.    

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Public Works Director. 

8.d.1.  Ordinance No. 2017-9 amending and enacting certain section of Part 5 (General 
Offenses Code), Part 7 (Business Regulation Code), and Part 13 (Building Code) of the Blue 
Ash Code of Ordinances (first reading) 

A Public Hearing and first reading of Ordinance No. 2017-9 was held during the July 13th City 
Council meeting.  The code is in need of several updates with regards to solicitation, noise, and 
building regulations/fees.   

Solicitation  

Courts have declared that solicitation is a first amendment right and that infringement on such free 
speech is unconstitutional.  Therefore it would be appropriate for Council to repeal much of section 
705 of the Codified Ordinances.  Residents can, however, continue to post notice prohibiting 
solicitation for which violators can be fined. 

  



3 
 

Noise 

Noise regulations appear in several places in the code causing confusion and conflict.  In order to 
clarify the code, the noise-related section of 509.09 should be revised to limit certain activities and 
not the noise they produce.  The more specific limitation of noise, greater than 60dba, should 
continue to reside in the performance standards section of the code, 1717.02. 

Building Code 

Part Thirteen of the Code contains provisions that regulate different elements of the development 
and construction process, not just building.  Many of the provisions in the current Code have been 
replaced or superseded.  The proposed revisions to Chapter 1305 update references to the 
standardized commercial and residential building codes, recognize that Codes are now widely 
available online, delete provisions related to condemnation of properties that are duplicated 
elsewhere in the Code, specifically authorize the collection of fees charged to the City for 
professional assistance with plan reviews, delete fees no longer charged, delete plumbing 
standards that have been superseded, add provisions that allow the City to effectively require that 
excavations be filled and streets cleaned in a timely manner, particularly when associated with 
demolition or construction by requiring a bond from applicants, and update penalty provisions. 

The proposed revisions to Chapter 1323 include revising the title to better address the scope of the 
regulations.  The substance of the Chapter is proposed to be deleted and replaced by reference to 
the regulations which have been enforced by the City since it joined the Hamilton County Storm 
Water District and adopted the District’s regulations.  It also adopts, by reference, comprehensive 
storm water drainage system regulations that are maintained by Hamilton County and have been 
used by the City for many years. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant City Manager. 

8.d.2.  Resolution No. 2017-44 establishing a Community Development Fee Schedule  

The Building Code update contemplates removing specific fees from the code to be approved via 
City Council resolution.  This fee schedule accomplishes such and allows a more consistent 
manner of approval as fees for other City services (i.e.: rec fees) are passed via resolution.   As 
seen in the legislation, some of the proposed fees would be due with an application, instead of 
being charged afterwards, which is more predictable for applicants and simplifies administrative 
processes for the City. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant City Manager. 

8.d.3.  Resolution No. 2017-45 authorizing an economic development agreement with 
trustaff   

Trustaff has confirmed its intentions to expand its office at 4675 Cornell Road in Blue Ash.  The 
City previously committed to a $125,000 forgivable loan to help facilitate the company’s expansion 
project and staff requests formal approval via Resolution.  The project will create an estimated 
$10.1 million in payroll, resulting in $126,250 in annual City earning’s tax. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Economic Development Director. 

8.d.4.  Motion setting a Public Hearing for 7:05 PM, Thursday, September 14, 2017, to 
consider an application to allow development of a Special Use Permit for a memory care 
facility (a nursing home) at 9860 Redhill Drive in the M-1 Office-Industrial zoning district. 

The owner of 9860 Redhill Drive plans to develop a 66 suite residential care facility for people who 
have Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia issues.  The site is just under 3-acres and the new 
construction is a three story facility with a large fenced courtyard.  The new building would be 
connected by an enclosed walkway to an existing building that would house “back-office” and 
physical therapy functions in support of the residents.  Planning Commission recommended 
approval with conditions at is regular August 3 meeting. 

Please direct questions regarding this Motion to the Community Development Director. 
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8.e.1. Ordinance No. 2017-10 amending general updates to the Blue Ash Code of 
Ordinances (Chapter 3 Traffic, Chapter 5 General Offenses, Chapter 15 Fire Prevention Code  

Ordinance No. 2017-10 incorporates the State law changes required for the Traffic Code (Chapter 
3), for the General Offenses Code (Chapter 5), and Fire Prevention Code (Chapter 15) as part of 
the annual Code of Ordinances update.  These changes mirror revisions made at the State level, 
bringing the City of Blue Ash into compliance with the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio 
Administrative Code.  The current changes have been reviewed by Dinsmore & Shohl as well as 
by the Police Administration.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Police Chief and Fire Chief. 

 


